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Greeks cheat more than other commercial nations: it
is merely that they make more money on the same amount
of cheating. Hinc illce lacrimtz!"

It is an evident fact that the Greeks, in spite of perse-
cution, have thrived in Anatolia and have been of great
economic aid to the country even though thwarted in their
ambition to carve out territory from Turkey for them-
selves. Many, perhaps a majority of them, have pre-
ferred living under Turkish rule to domination by Athe-
nian politicians. The overthrow of Sultan Abdul Hamid
II (July, 1908) did not meet with favor among all Asiatic
Greeks, notably those of Smyrna.

Sir Mark Sykes (8) stated: "The Asiatic branch of the
great Hellenic nation is displeased with Huriyeh; it pre-
ferred the old regime. No one objected to them under
the old regime, and no one hunted them for various rea-
sons. Firstly, the Moslems were too few in number to
raise a successful riot in Smyrna; secondly, Greek bom-
bast rolled off the official Turkish back like water, and
Greek nationalism did not matter, since Turkish bureauc-
racy knew the Greeks to be too rich and businesslike to
do more than yelp; thirdly, the Greeks had interests
overseas and never worried inland. Consequently the
Asiatic Greeks had nearly every liberty, and could quack,
preach, and swagger to their hearts' content. Taxation
was light; they had no military service, and were within
the protective range of the guns of the fleets of Europe.
All this gave the Greeks enormous advantages, of which
they naturally availed themselves, in commerce, medi-
cine, and law. Accordingly, the idea of a rejuvenated
Turkey is not one to which they are partial. In the first
place, it knocks on the head once and for all that excellent
postprandial theme of a great Pan-Hellenic Empire;
secondly, it means heavy Armenian competition; thirdly,
taxation; fourthly, the hideous danger of military ser-
vice; fifthly, risk of inquiry into the vast wealth and